
What follows is some advice and major tips for lawn, tree and shrub care in Marion 

County – from The Master Gardener Calendar – by month. Such calendars are available 

for purchase at the County Extension Office. 

Know that the Master Gardener Office is staffed daily by volunteers and located in the 

same building as the County Extension Office. These people are great! Use them as needed 

– or whenever you have a question about your landscape.  

A beautiful lawn and landscape at you home makes all Lake Diamond residents proud to 

live here.  

  

January-February 

 Remember the average last frost date in Marion County is March 15. The advice is 

not to prune perennials, remove protective mulch or fertilize until you’re sure 

spring has arrived. Dehydration is one of the biggest problems plants face after a 

freeze, so to be sure to water well. 

 February, after Valentine’s Day is the best time to prune those crape myrtles. 

 These months are also a good time to check the soil pH – the level of alkalinity of 

your soil. Different plants require different levels of acidity or alkalinity. Having 

the proper pH means nutrient availability and better plant growth. 

 The test is free for Marion County residents through the County Extension Office. 

To make up the sample, take several, six inch deep wedges of soil – free of 

surface debris – and mix together. Allow the mixture to become dry as only dry 

soil can be tested. Put about a half cup of the soil in a paper bag and leave it at 

the Master Gardeners Office. The results of the test and recommendations will be 

mailed to you. 

  

March 

 Fertilize lawns with a mixture labeled 16-2-8, 12-2-8 or 15-0-8. These numbers 

refer to the percentage of nitrogen (N), phosphorous (P) and potassium (K) in the 

fertilizer. In a hundred pound bag the first mixture would contain 16 pounds of 

nitrogen, 2 pounds of phosphorous and 8 pounds of potassium. Using fertilizer 

with a high percentage of organic/slow release nitrogen is more effective. 



 If you are concerned about troublesome perennial weeds, apply a pre-emergent 

herbicide the first week of this month – after daytime temps reach 65-70 degrees 

for 4-5 days. 

 Spray roses for leaf diseases and ensure they get 2-3 inches of water per week. 

 Plant ground covers where grass won’t grow well. Excellent choices for Marion 

County are Algerian ivy, liriope, mondo grass, dwarf Confederate jasmine and 

peacock ginger. 

 Plant bulbs, citrus and certain annuals. Choose your plantings carefully or you’ll 

just end up feeding our deer and stubs. 

 Fertilize trees and shrubs using a mixture of 12-4-8 or 16-4-8. Use 8-8-8 for 

grapes. (you can fertilize these in January and February as well.) 

  

April 

 Cut back spring blooming shrubs after flowering is over. Continue to pinch off 

azalea shoots that are too aggressive. 

 Control lawn weeds, if necessary, while they are young and actively growing. 

Choose atrazine for St. Augustine or centipede; a product with 2-4D on Bahia. 

Sandspurs and sedges require special control. 

 Apply iron on Bahia lawns. 

 Fertilize palms now if you haven’t done so already. Remember not to prune 

fronds while they are still green. 

 You can plant tender annuals now like celosia, impatiens and marigolds. 

 Be sure new plants get watered daily for the first 10 days – by rain or hand 

watering. 

 Watch for insects. Aphids show up on new growth. Spray with insecticidal soap. 

Systemic insecticides give 6-8 weeks of protection from spider mites and scale. 

  

May  

 Watch for mildew on crape myrtle leaves. The problem is more common in a 

humid area with poor circulation – or those hit often by sprinkler systems. Spray 

with fungicide, such as copper sulfate. 

 Fertilize roses every 4-6 weeks using 10-10-10. Cut – dead head – spent blooms 

throughout the year. Expect flowering every 6-8 weeks. 

 Remove old flower heads from annuals and perennials throughout the growing 

season to encourage new blooms. 



 As the weather gets warmer, extra water may be needed for you potted plants as 

the soil dries out more quickly. 

 Plants herbs such as sage, marjoram, ginger, catnip, chives rosemary, tarragon, 

mint and oregano. 

 Dig up bulbs when foliage turns brown. 

  

June 

 Mid-June is the best time to treat your lawn for mole crickets and cinch bugs. 

Spray and granules are readily available. 

 If azaleas need shaping, be sure to prune before the end of the month and 

fertilize. 

 Fertilize palms, shrubs and vines. Mature trees do not need any other fertilizer 

than you give your lawn. 

 Trim faded crape myrtle blossoms to encourage further blooming. 

 For a healthier lawn, mow your lawn with the blades at the highest setting, mow 

frequently when the grass is growing, and never remove more than 1/3 of the 

leaf blades from the growth. 

 Apply iron supplement to St. Augustine lawn to maintain health and uniform 

color. 

  

July 

 If we are having frequent rains, be sure to mow the lawn every 5-7 days. 

 Watch oleanders and azaleas for caterpillars that can strip branches overnight. 

Once found, check and remove every other day until they are gone. 

 Ladybird beetles, sometimes called ladybugs, are the darlings of the insect world 

– as are big-eyed bugs and lacewings. They are voracious eaters and love to feast 

on aphids. 

  

August 

 Watch for lawn diseases and treat promptly. Brown-patch disease can kill grass in 

hours. When diseased leaves are pulled they separate easily from the base. Spray 



with fungicide such as Daconil 2787 or Immunox, including a foot or two outside 

the “smoke ring” like circle. 

  

September 

 Fertilize St. Augustine and Bahia lawns again, using the same fertilizer as that 

outlined in March. 

  

October 

 This is the ideal month to plant trees and shrubs. 

 Remove spent summer annuals and plant cool weather annuals, such as digitalis, 

pansy, petunia alyssum and snapdragon. 

  

November 

 This is an ideal month to install turf grass. Water daily with ½ to ¾ of an inch 

until established- do not overwater. 

 Also a good month to plant those cool weather annuals as outlined for October. 

 Spider mites like the dry weather, so they like this month as well. When spraying 

ensure to the undersides of the leaves are coated. 

  

December 

 The average first frost date is December 10. 

 Remove un-ripened fruit from citrus. 

 Water everything only as needed – usually only every 10-14 days. 

  

Reminder: regardless of the source, we in Florida are limited in watering our lawns to once 

per week during Standard Time – twice a week when we’re on Daylight Savings Time. 

Homes with odd-ending numbers water on Saturdays (and Wednesdays during DST) – 



even-ending house numbers water on Sundays (and Thursdays during DST). We are not to 

water between the hours of 10 AM and 4 PM. 

  

  

  

  

 


